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HEAL ESTATE GOSSIF
Some Opinions as to the CurrentMarket Conditions.

THE DEMAND FOR HOUSES

Prospects for Rental Season, Which
Is at Hand.

GREAT CHANGES IN THE CITY

What a Journey About Washington
Would Reveal Even to the

Oldest Inhabitant.

There is £""<1 demand for houses. Peo.
pi" want to buy and people want to rent.
That is the \iew of the market at this

time taken by Harry Wardman. probablj
the most extensive builder of houses and
apartments in the rity. In dismissing
current conditions Wardman spoke oi
what he has done this season and of his
plans for the balance of the year."
Since the opening: of the present yeat

he lias erected or begun some one hundredand sixty houses. He expects before
the end of the year to start about one
hundred more.
He has found a good demand for suites

of rooms in apartment houses he has-built,
which were taken as rapidly as they were
ready for occupancy. As an indication of
the state of the market he said that in
one month there have been sold some
forty of his houses, a record made the
past month.

The Rental Market.
It io tkrv Aninic*t T CS. a tl
X V to inr Ufi Iiiuii Ul XjU LIltTI OW <iri£fU,

in charge of the rent department of the
Swartzell. Rheem & Hensey Co., that the
rental season, which will be fairly started
about the middle of the present month,
is going to be good. He bases this view
on inquiries already coming in in regard
to suites in apartments and as to houses,

What Can Be Seen.
There is 110 one. however long his residencein this city, who cannot see a great

dea! that is unknown or new by takinf
little excursions to various sections. This
is true not alone of those who live rathei
narrow and restricted lives, but applies tc
those who go about a good deal anc
may be said to be fairly posted on whal
is happening in a material way in tht
city in which they live.
In the tirst place there are great and

fundamental clianges which have been
wrought in the southwes ern and easternsections of the city by tlie new steam
railroad terminal by wnich all grad«
crossings within the old limits of the cit>
haye been done away with. Much hat
been accomplished on litis account in the
northeastern section of the c-lty, and especiallyfrom the I'nion station northward.In both localities the changes have
amounted to almost transformations, Did
landmarks have disappeared and unfamiliarscenes are before one.
Then there are the new public building.'

to be seen, four oi" them of the larger
type, the National Museum building, the
one for tiie Agricultural Department and
the two structures for the offices of the
lions, and of the Senate. Ail these buiidngsare important additions to the architectureof the city, and contribute materiallyto the dignity and beauty which
makes Washington worthy to be the
Capital city of the nation.

Beyond the Old Bounds.
What would perhaps hold th attention

of the man or of the woman who thus
is trying to renew acquaintance with die
city of his or her home is the pushing out
of the city which has taken place in all directions.The town of Anacostia no longer
marks the limit of the 1m. of settlements
in that direction. Buildings have crept
up the hi:l and beyond. Swinging around
to the northeast, one comes to the regior
of Pennsylvania avenue extended, where
the wooded heights are now dotted with
houses.
Then there is the locality on each sidf

of Rhode Island avenue extended, with
its chain of settlements extending oui
from the old city limits and Kckingtor
and Hrookland. and making continuous
the line that reaches into Maryland, witl
its farthest boundary ending with tin
town of .Laurel, which is about half waj
on the road to Baltimore.

Great Rapidity of Growth.
In this locality, and forming a direct ex

tension of tlie city, is Bloomingdale, whicl
sprang up with marvelous rapU'.itj am

probably holds the record for the great
est numlter of houses built in one locality
within the period of time. The place ha
not stopped gtowing. and the influence o
these Improvements has been fel
throughout the l.e Droit Park region
which no longer has the aspect of a,stib
urban locality.
The entire t'olumbia Heights section ha:

been extended to the north and to tm
east, so that Brightwood avenue, as fa
out almost as Brightwood itself and ai
fai- to the west as 14th street is a con
titmation of the city, with rows of house!
and paved streets and all the features o

city life. This growth Is also found it
the section west of 14th street and flout)
of Piney branch. There at? strong iiwjli
Actions that the region north of the lat
tee will anon be invaded

Record of Wonderful Progress.
When tir extent of thus new territory
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I that has been added and is being added to
the built-up portion of the city is compra!bended an impressive Idea is obtained of
the wonderful progress of the city. Ruild1ing iias already leaped over Rook cre^k
on the lines of Connecticut avenue atid is

. j rapidly pushing out Massachusetts avenue.The course of improvements from
J the city itself Is approaching what has
been done in the suburban subdivisions,

It is not surprising, then, that the figures
of the police census show an increasing
yearly-average in the growth of the popu'
lation. The next census decade will no
doubt furnish figures that will greatly en1large the usual average of the yearly
growth. For some time past the popula;tion of the city has shown for the ten

i years of the census period an average
I increase of about 5.0(0. It is expected
that the average for the current period
will come up to 8.000.

Sale of Seven Homes.
The real estate corporation of Boss &

Phelps reports for Richard H. Bailey, the
builder, the sale of seven not yet completedhomes on the west side of 13th
street, adjoining the corner of Harvard
street. Columbia Heights. The aggregate
amount of the sales was *54.900. Most of
the houses sold for all cash.
The fronts of the houses are built of

! brick of a light shade with wnite stone
j trimmings. Each house contains nine _

rooms and two baths, except the corner,
which has ten rooms. Hot-water heating n

! | system is used.
r I The sale of this row was accomplished ^
I j during the past thirty days, and consiuer- -1
r lag the time of the year the firm regards
' this achievement as indicating the eharfacter of the demand for homes.

A Laboratory- Building. 3
. Estimates are being taken for the con.struction of a laboratory building for the y

bureau of standards to be erected on the

j ground occupied by that bureau to toe u
I west of Connecticut avenue and on the .

CL

Pierce Mill road. The plans for the w
structure have been drawn by Wood,
Dorm & Deming. architects, and provide Cl

* for a three-story building ot' pressed brick h
and stone. The roof will be tiled and rr
the general style of the building will con- u
form with the main structure. It will be
1115 leet long and 80 feet wide. The appropriationfor the building was $175,000. K
When completed the new building will b

be used as electrical, chemical and me- gi
cnanical laboratory.

Stucco and Shingles. t<

^
Plans have been prepared by Bpeiden & ir

Spelden, architects, from which Mrs.
Frances S. Nichols has begun the erec- ^

I tion of a house at the corner of Georgia g
avenue and Allison street. li
By locating the house on the terrace

at the original grade of lot the owner .',!
I has been able to retain a number of tlie

old forest trees which form a picturesque d
background for the building A
The house will be of frame construe- !i

| tion with intersecting gables and broad f.
overhanging eaves. The exterior finish 0]

] will be of stucco through the first story
with shingles to the eaves and gables. A d

I | part of the second story will overhang a t<
broad porch with heavy columns, the floor it
of the porchv being laid in brick. A it

l massive chimney in red brick will pro-
, ject from the side of the building and ci

will form one of the characteristic w

j features. ir
The first floor will contain a large living b

room, a dining room with beamed ceiling, a

reception hall. kitchen, pantry and iawn- r<
dry. Ttie second story will contain the
sleeping apartments, bath and storage ti
rooms. A liot-water hrailng plant will s:
be located in the cellar. U

An Automobile House.
Spriden & Speiden have prepared plans j_.

from which K. K. Fox lias about completeda large automobile house on the
rear of the grounds surrounding his liome
on ifltth street. Provision lias been made

n
for six or more autos and their ac- j|
cessories. The side of tlie building toward ri

tiie house and which can also be seen
front the street is of light buff brick. Thei
entrance is through a broad arch, which,
with tne projecting tower for stairway
and groups of small windows, gives the
building a castellated appearance.

An Apartment House.
Lemuel Gaddis has awarded contract to

M II. Harrltnan, builder, to erect a twostoryapartment bouse at fits K street
southeast, from plans prepared by Joseph
Bohn, Jr., architect. Work has begun
and the building will be ready for occupanyIn the fall. The cost will be about
#£>,500.

A GAIN IN BUILDING.

The Past Month Shows an Increase
as Compared With July, 1907.

Plum Hie American Contractor.

Notwithstanding the circumstance that
a national political campaign is just about
to open, building conditions ltf tills cuunjtry continue to improve. Official building
reports from forty-tive leading cities of

k
the country. Including Manhattan, Brooklynand Hie Bronx, for the month of July,

j siiow quite a decided gain as compared
t Willi the preceding month. The gain, as

. compared with July, l'#>7. js about 3Vi per
c«-nt. whereas last month tne loss was 1.1

. per cent. In March It was 37 per cent,
in April 3,'t per cent and in May 111 per
cent. For the first time in many months

g New York appeals on the riglir side of the
ledger, the gain over July, 1907, being 1M

s per cent. The following figures show t'ua
f percentage of gain in various leading
, cities: Cincinnati, U: Coiumbus. 5; Dallas,
, 7; Denver. :M; Indianapolis. IP; Louisville.LPt; Milwaukee, 11; Mobile. U-i;

Nashville, afi; New Haven. 4£>; New Orleans.7fi: Omaha. S3; Portland. Ore.. 3tj;
Syracuse. 18: Salt Lake City, 190; Toledo.
.11; Washington. IS. Percentages of loss
are shown in the following figures: Balli4
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SUBMARINE FISHING BOAT.

rew Way of Taking Sponges From
the Bed of the Sea.

roin the Technical World.
The Tunisian sponge-tishing industry |
ntil a few years ago was practiced in
most primitive manner oy free divers

'ho by tiie duties ot tueir proression
ansiderably endangered their lungs and j
ealth. Tliis method has been more and
lore superseded during recent years T»y j
le use of diving outfits, while a further
tep toward a more convenient and hy- j
ienie practice lias been recently taken

y Abbe Raoul at Carthage by the con- j
truction of a fishing boat in which the
ubmarlne principle is applied most ef- J
actively to the purpose of that peaceful
ldustry.
The boat, which has been built on Abbe
laoul's plans, consists mainly of a

phero-eylindrical buoy on which a cupola
iving access to the interior has been
tted.
The interior of the boat contains two
jnipressi d-air tanks, receiving air at
10 pounds pressure, and three waterallasttanks by tiie aid of which Fhe
Iving and rising motion is obtained,
n iron ballast 1,500 pounds in weight aticliedbelow the bottom can be disenagedfrom within in order quickly to
iise the boat to the surface in the case

f danger.
On arriving at the bottom of the sea the
iving boat is free to travel over the lat?rby means of a roller fitted to one end,
c nrnmiision being effected by two sub-
tarine oars actuated from within.
The tlshing apparatus Is a pair of pinF»rs.These pincers are actuated from
ithin and are free to occupy any angle
lBlde of a given sector.which is limited
y the hall joint of their handle. They
re likewise susceptible of a rotation
Dund their axis.
All the differenl operations are facili»tedby electric lighting supplied by a
vstem of four ten-candle lamps attached
iside of the vessel to the bowsprit bibbs.

Women's Settlements.
rem tlie Ninetentli Outury.
Many women are living in settlements
\ different parts of London, working on

uietly and steadily day by day, seeking
o glory or notoriety for tlicit work find
tg their happiness in humble service
eady to help where their help is needed!
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REASONS FOR THE EARLY ENG- h

LISF COLONIAL MOVEMENT. t
- 10

e

England Thought Virginia Was a ^
Treasure House of Gold, Silver o

V
and Precious Stones. i<

a
e

Rpr f.Miiia Rpai1 it* W»litir*n1 S<-i<*iii>o llnartarlv ^

In addition to those settling in America, g
many Englishmen who had 110 intention I<
of leaving their homes were keenly in- I5
terested in tlie colonial movement. This

Q
large and heterogeneous body of men s
stimulated public opinion and was influ- c

ential in securing the support of the u

crown, without which the work could not Jj
have been undertaken. Many of these 0
men had invested extensively in colonial b
enterprises, but. apart front their own v

personal interests, they had certain definiteideas as to the advantages that s
would accrue to their country from a

policy of expansion. A number of them ^favored colonization as a remedy for
overpopulation and social distress; but P
far more emphasis was laid on eoloniza- b
tion as a means of quickening English t
commerce and of freeing England from p
what, according to the prevailing economictheories, was a dangerous dependenceon rival nations. a

Quest for Gold. t
English economic thought was domi- o

.. n..«~ _.i.i.i, ii
IJiilfU oy Jiierrdiiiiiianw uuvu mco. viiiui

laid an undue stress on the possession of t
the precious metals. Gold and silver were f
looked upon as something apart and dis- a

tinct from other commodities, as the very 0

incarnation of wealth. According to the ^
prevailing economic creed, a country's ];
welfare could be accurately gauged by a'
its balance of trade. A favorable balance ,]
meant the importation of metals, and con- t]
sequently prosperity; an adverse one im- t
plied economic regression. '

t
Prom this viewpoint there could ob- f

viously he no greater national advantage ^
than the discovery of rich mines within s
the body politic. There was absolutely p
no likelihood of such an event in England, ,5
but attention was directed to America in >
the hope of finding there, as Spain had p
done, valuable mines. At the outset this
hope was ever present, and the clause in w
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11 I lio charters reserving to the crown aertain proportion of such metal* discov-
red in the colonies was by no means
nerely a formal one. Before actual setlementhad proven the contrary, it was
elieved that the precious meia's abounddin America: it was even asserted that
old was inorc plentiful there than was
opper in England. The efforts of the
arly colonists in Virginia were directed
rith disastrous results toward findingucii commodities, and it took a numberf years to convince them that this quest
ras futile. In 1M09 llakluvt still eheriliedtiie idea that Virginia would provetreasure-house of gold, silver and preiousstones. Others recognized from theeginning that these hopes were illusory,nd as the settlement of America proressed.this idea inevitably became ever
?ss prominent, until ultimately It disapi?ared.
The discovery of mines was not thenly means of increasing a country'stock of precious metals. The same end
ould be attained by the systematic reglationof foreign commerce, and. withhis object in view, the statesmen of the
ay sought to discourage the importationf foreign merchandise and to facilitateunglish exports. But the economic de-
etopment ami natural resources of Engindwere such that it was absolutely impossibleto refrain from importing a coniderablequantity of foreign prtaluets.

England's Foreign Trade.
At the time in question. England's imorttrade consisted of four distinct
ranches. In the first place, there was
lie Baltic trade with Sweden, Russia,
'oland and Germany, whence came the
aval stores necessary for her shipping
nd the potash used in England's basic
idustry, the woolen manufacture. From
he standpoint of national security and
f economic growth this trade was all

nportant.A stoppage of these supplies.
ither through war or through their con-
rol by a rival, would prevent England
lom putting a fleet to sea and would
lso retard the development of her met-
hant marine. A second important branch
f the English import trade was that !
?tth southern Europe, whence came, in
crge quantities, wine. silk. salt, sugar'
nd dried fruits. Some of these commo-
ities were essential, tint others were in
lie nature of luxuries: and consequently!
his trade was deemed less important
han that to the far east, which supplied
htgland with dyes, saltpeter and the!
pices that alone rendered the winter's
took of food palatable. These eastern |roducts, formerly controlled by Portual.were now monopolized by the Dutch.
,-ho sold them to England at enhanced
rices.
Finally, although the English fishery
ras not an Insignificant industry, a large
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proportion of the fish consumed was

caught by foreigners and bought from
them. To the statesmen and economists
of the da> tt was patent that It would
be a distinct national advantage If Eng-
land were not obliged to purchase these
commodities front foreigners. Those j

I i u f*>/\*M #Iia . itnt inant !
W11II.' II werr lllipwi iru UUIII mc ' viiiuivni

and from Asia eou'.d not he produced on !
English soil, and the Dutch were so'
firmly intrenched in the fisheries In the
waters adjacent to England that It was
a difficult task to compete with them. A
remedy, however, could he found by direct
commercial intercourse with India, by the
development of an English fishing indus-
try in America, and by the production of
those commodities hitherto purchased
from other European nations In English
colonies.
This desire to free England from the

necessity of purchasing from foreigners
formed the underlying basis of English
commercial and colonial expansion; it led
directly to the formation of the East IndiaCompany and to the colonization of
America. 1

DESPOILING THE FIELDS.

Fertile Soil Being Carried to Sea by
Inland Waterways.

From the Technics! World.
America's immeasurably greatest asset

.her inland waterways-is becoming a

pronounced menace to the continent's futureprosperity, because, through slovenly!
farming and profligate forest devastations.the streams are now rushing un-

checked to the seas, taking with them
on their travels the best elements of the
fertile lands of the farming valleys.
At the present rate on most careful estimatesby the eminent scientist. Dr. W. J.

McGee. this soil waste Is much over a

billion tons a year; an amount bo stupendousthat it is beyond the powers ot
human comprehension. It is worth to the
farmers not less than a dollar a ton, and
as the dangerous conditions are constantlyincreasing, the ownership of a

Mississippi valley farm will soon be a

burden rather than a blessing unless the
devastation of the river slopes and water-
sheds be sharply checked
Shifting bars on river bottoms mean

lost farm land; rushing floods of muddy
waters tell an eloquent story of piratical
forostation and slipshod agriculture.
Every ounce of sediment in flowing
streams means lost soil which should be
lying between farm furrows bringing
grain and vegetables to fruition. Every
muddy stream tells its own story of shiftingbanks and sliding soil.
Farm outlines are being changed every

twenty-four hours along those water
eourses; the Father of Waters sweeping
majestically to the south with thousands
of tons of earth carried in the shape of
sediment and with the riehest soil salts
held in solution, for this river erosion
robs the farmers by three processes; takiygfirst the solid material which the cur- |
rents roll seaward on the river bottoms;
secondly by the quantities which flow in
suspension as a sediment, and last, by the
soil salts which disappear In solution.

BLIND BUGLER DEAD.

With Sightless Eyes "Pop" Correll
Followed Red Cross Flag.

from the Suvsuimh News.

Sixty years of blindness ended early
yesterday morning for Harvey t'orrell.
whose death at the Savannah Hospital
removes a well known figure from the
city's streets. With his placarded hat.
his gourd, his cane and rocking chair.
"Pop." as he had come to be known affectionately,spent year in and year out in
apparently an unclouded and perfectly
happy existence.
*««- llbo
Ill£> MUI \ I caun nur i iriiinnvr. a HUllgU

blind from birth, he fought through two
years of the civil war and leaves behind
a record that could hardly have been
bettered had he been unhampered by bin
lack of sight. He reached the post of
regimental bugler before his war career
closed, and at his funeral Confederate!
veterans will be in attendance.
Pew Savannaliians have failed to see the

aged man and because lie was unique to
remember hint. Hundreds have dropped
gratuities into the gourd that was his constantcompanion and that brought hint his
modest living. For a long while his rockingchair was placed at Bull and Broughtonstreets, at Adler's corner, and without
regard for night or day he was accustomedto sit rocking back and forth, his
pourd within easy reach of passersbv. the
>ld man softly humming old songs of the
south written before and during civil war
lays and displaying his badge of honor,
the bronz? cross that attested his gallantryin the long ago days of his youth.
Within later weeks he changed his stand

to Drayton and Broughton streets and '

ould be seen rocking and humming until
midnight, except when driving rain made c

liim seek shelter. Old age and increasing
'eebleness sent him to the Savannah Hospital,where at Sunday's break of day he
lied. It is slated thai lie has a sister
ivlng somewhere In Virginia, but that out 1
>f a family of seven children she is the j
ast alive.
In IStil lie enlisted as a bugler in Com- j

liiii v V* Till Vii'vitiiu Pa\'u1»'\» u ml cuft'od
-" J *»t < »( * B MXU '» »' ' « «»»» '^V * t \ M I

wo years, when he was* ma.le regimental )
>ugler in the commaml of Col. R. Hunter i
Julanex. lie eame to Savannah ten |
reara ago and in that time has become \
)robabl> the moat familiar figure the ,
:treet corners have known. He insisted <
jpon wearing his bronze cross and to i
ihow 1t with evident pride to any who i
(topped to apeak to hint.

Alleged Embezzler Caught in Brazil.
COLI'MBt'S. Ohio. July 11.Gov. Har- '

-is received word from Acting Secretary
>f State -Vlee. at Washington, today ad- 1
rising him of the arrest at Santos. Rra- c

til. of Antonio 8. Bonelli. an Italian 1
igent at Cleveland, who is charged with s
he emhesglement of $37,000. which, it is i
said, was intrusted him for shipment to 1
laly by emigrants in this country. i
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ACCESS TflTHE PARKS
Present Street Railway System

Declared Defective.

EXTENSIONS ARE NEEDED

Resorts for the People Might Be
Made Easier to Reach.

FINE DOMAIN ON THE RIVER

Then. Too. There Are the Attractionsof the Extensive Region
Along Rock Creek.

The nearest approach to the magnificent
new park that has been opened up along
the Potomac south of the White How**
for those who have no vehicles of their
own cannot be described as within fair
walking distance. Of course the ideas as
to what is and what is not a reasonable
interval of that sort varira with the individual.but in this city a couple of
blocks or at the most three blocks ts
thought to be as great a distance as peopleought to be expected to be obliged
to go from their homes to reach ike
nearest street car line.
This public estimate of street car facilitiesis shown by the character and the

extent of the building in the resident sectionsof the city, so that it liaa the authorityof the approval of the majority
of the public and that may be expected
as final on such a question. The influenceof street car lines on improve-

in mis ruy is 01 men long rundingand so sweeping that it has come to
be recognized as one of the leading factorsin the real estate market.

Influence of Car Lines.
It is quite evident that if people choose

their homes_ with reference largely to
such facilities and that values of realty
are mainly governed by the same consideration.then if a place of public resort
such as a park is expected to be generallyavailable the question of providingadequate means of reaching it which are
open to the public becomes one of first
importance. Of course there are the roads
which extend not only through and about
such an area, but have direct connection
with existing highways so that if one has
any sort of a vehicle it is possible to
make use of such a recreation place.
But the great majority of the public do

not ride except in street cars and If these
do not go within what public opinionlooks upon as a reasonable distance then
such a resort, although primarily designed
for the masses is not meeting the purposesfor which it was created.

Along the Outer Edge.
In the case of Potomac Park, which now

stretches from the foot of JSth street
south along the river to the new bridges,
a distance of more than a mile, and has.
nearly a mile width, which brings it to
tlie Washington Monument grounds on
the east, none of the existing <ar lines
extends to it except in two and perhaps
three n'Moes nod that of eoiirio «lnn®
the outer edges The neareat line Is that
of tile Alexandria and Mount vernon
Company, as it passes down 14th street
and thence across a section of the new
park on the embankment that forms the
approach to the new Highway bridge.
But the use of that road would mean,

the payment of a double fare on the part
of most of the public, as it has its start
at Pennsylvania avenue and 12th street
and does not exchange transfers with the
other city lines Tlien again, this line
reaches that portion of the park which
lies between the tidal basin and tlie highwaybridge, and there is no way of crossingthe outlet, on the other aide of which
is the main section of the park.

A Discouraging Distance.
Tiie cars of the Washington railway

bring one down 14th street and by getting
off either at B street north or B street
south the visitor can enter at once into
the park, but the bank of the river, which
Is tlie objective point for moet people, is
distant from both of these places about
a mile and that, for the majority, is a discouragingdistance, not to say an impossibleone
There is another nearby point of oonia<t of the park with existing street i«r

service and that occurs within some four
(docks of the Capital Traction line that
aassr-s along F and streets northwest
and thence north along 2t»th street. By
getting off at 2t»tn and F streets one is
some four blocks from the entrance to
.he park and in that way reaches one of
tx outer edges, nut that line would hard,
y meet the notions of the public in acluallyreaching the park Itself. It la
luite evident, therefore, that existing facilitiesare 1 ardly adequate to meet the
feeds of those who would like to make
jae of this great recreation resort.

Rock Creek Park.
But Potomac Park i# not tiie only place

>f the sort which la without direct street
ar service, as there ia Rock Creek Park,
t la quite evident that in both instances.
>wing to the great extent and unusual streetIons. it ia proper that some study *

houM be given to the problem of bringngstreet car lines not only nagr*' to the
tordera of those reservations, but *'*»
vithin them and through them.


